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August 13, 1964 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 


The attached memorandum will be the main topic of discussion at the 
meeting scheduled for noon tomorrow, Friday, In the main, the 
paper speaks for itself, but you should know of a couple of important 
issues which it does not state directly* 

The most important section of the paper begins on page 7 and deals with 
possible limited pressures forward in the direction you indicated in the 
Monday meeting* Within this section, on page 8, there is a discussion 
of cross-border operations into the Panhandle, and you should know that 
General Taylor and many others would now like to move toward U* S* 
air operations against the infiltration routes. Bob McNamara is strongly 
opposed* I think you may want to hear argument on both sides on this 
issue. Max Taylor 1 s cable giving his view is attached at Tab A. 

On page 9 there is a discussion of the de Soto patrol. There is difference 
of opinion on when this patrol should go back. Most of us here in Wash- 
ington think it can wait ten days to two weeks (as the memo says on 
page 1). Max Taylor would like it to go almost right now, on grounds 
of signal to the Communists and encouragement to our friends. On 
this one also you may wish to hear argument. 


More broadly, it occurs to me that this meeting may be a good time for 
you to emphasize again the priority we put on Saigon. At Tab B is a 
very private letter from Mike Forrestal to John McNaughton which 
shows that the Army is using rather routine assignment and reassign- 
ment methods there. A bit of questioning from you to Wheeler might 
do a lot of good on this point. 


Finally, I will give you a one- sheet wrap-up on this before the noon 
meeting. 
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